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Curriculum Vitae of Mark Thomas McCulloch SC 

Name:     Mark Thomas McCulloch 

Address:     Thirteenth Floor Wentworth Selborne Chambers 

Level 13, 180 Phillip Street, 

Sydney NSW 2000 

Telephone:     (612) 9232 7750 

Facsimile:    (612) 9232 4071 

Mobile:    0400010721 

Email:     mcculloch@wentworthchambers.com.au 

 

Professional Qualifications:   

1984     Diploma of Law (Barristers Admission Board)  

1990     Master of Laws, University of Sydney  

 

Professional Experience:   

5 July 1985    Admitted as a Solicitor 

1 July 1990    Admitted to the Bar  

31 September 2004 Appointed Senior Counsel 

 

Areas of Practice:               Insurance  

➢ policy interpretation and indemnity 

disputes 

➢ non-disclosure/misrepresentation 

➢ fraud claims 

➢ class actions  

➢ first party recoveries (major losses) 

➢ reinsurance 

 

Common Law claims  

➢ catastrophic injury claims 

➢ coal miners injury claims 
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➢ defective products including plant 

and machinery 

➢ tower crane collapses 

➢ defective medical products 

➢ bushfires litigation  

➢ arson claims 

➢ police service PTSD claims 

 

Professional Indemnity Claims 

➢ engineers 

➢ architects 

➢ doctors and specialists 

➢ hospitals  

➢ lawyers 

➢ surveyors 

➢ accountants 

➢ valuers (land and business)  

 

Building and Construction Disputes 

➢ engineering issues 

➢ defective products 

➢ cladding issues 

 

Valuation of Land 

➢ pastoral leases 

➢ agricultural land 

➢ livestock and carrying capacity 

➢ extraction of minerals 

 

General Commercial and Equity 

➢ All areas of dispute 
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all areas of dispute 

Biography 

Mark has been at the private Bar since 1 July 1990.  He was appointed Senior 

Counsel in 2004.  

Mark’s reputation is as an effective cross-examiner with an unpretentious but 

uncompromising style and an ability to master detail quickly. Mark enjoys working 

as part of a team and commands the respect of those he works with.  

He has conducted countless trials and appeared in trials all other states and 

territories. He also appears in the Federal Court and in Courts of Appeal. 

Mark is often the first choice of parties, particularly first party and liability insurers, 

in mediations due to his formidable negotiating skills.  

Mark is retained by a number of major insurers (QBE, Chubb, AIG, Suncorp, Vero, 

Allianz and Lloyd’s syndicates) in relation to first party recoveries, involving all 

classes of business, including fire and mechanical failures in major projects and 

infrastructure. He enjoys the technical aspects of these claims and confers with 

experts regularly. 

Mark has conducted numerous successful defences of statutory authorities in a 

variety of areas. Many of these decisions were landmark decisions.  

Mark has appeared in class actions on behalf of US drug manufacturers as well as  

conducted numerous lengthy trials involving the use of joint expert evidence. 

Mark has appeared for the NSW Police Force and the RMS on instructions of the 

State Crown Solicitor at trial an on appeal, most recently in relation to PTSD claims. 

Mark was briefed by the ACT government in relation to the 2003 bushfires. He led 

the defence team and was closely involved in the collection of lay and expert 

evidence both in Australia and overseas. He appeared in the Mount Victoria 

bushfires class action for the party responsible for tree audits. Mark led a team in the 
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Currandooley Fires for an insurer seeking to recover amounts it had paid. A full 

recovery was achieved. 

Mark has appeared in several of the leading cases concerning the proper approach to 

the valuation of land including rural and pastoral holdings, involving a detailed 

understanding of agronomy and the carrying capacity of land. He appeared for the 

valuer in the seminal case which established the so called 10 to 15 % variation in 

valuations. 

Mark has conducted many medical negligence cases for specialist doctors and 

hospitals on behalf of major insurers (Avant, MDU, Treasury managed Funds). he 

appeared for the Medical Council of NSW in the Royal Commission into Historic 

Sexual Abuse. He is known for his mastery of the peer – reviewed literature. 

Mark has a good working knowledge of current technology, including electronic 

briefs and has conducted several trials by AVL, including lengthy cross-

examinations on documents provided electronically. 

A list of reported cases can be provided on request. 

8 December 2021 

 

 


